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Submitted by Glenn Power, Marketing & Activities Co-ordinator, Genuine Support Services Australia.

This incredible event simply would not have been possible 
without the kind hearts of the Tailem Bend Auto Club and the 
support of the world-class teams at Shell V-Power Motorsport 
Park and Rydges Pit Lane Hotel. Together, they turned an idea 
into an experience that left a lasting mark on everyone who was 
part of it.

Over 35 proud auto club members rolled up with their pride 
and joys, ready to share their passion for motoring. With 
more than 50 thrilled passengers buckled in, the GT Circuit 
came alive as the cars set off for three exhilarating laps. 
Engines roared, tyres gripped, and hearts raced – not just 
from the speed, but from the sheer excitement of being 
part of something so special.

Passengers stepped out of cars with wide smiles, many 
saying the experience had “made their day” or even that 
they “felt like a VIP.” For some, it was the first time they 
had ever been in a performance car on a world-class racing 
circuit, and the joy was written on their faces. Drivers, too, 
were buzzing, calling it a wonderful opportunity to share 
their passion with people who truly appreciated every 
moment. 

Hearts & Horsepower Take Over The Bend

The sense of camaraderie between the club members, 
the guests, and The Bend’s staff made the day even more 
extraordinary.

The verdict was an outstanding success for the first GSSA 
Hearts & Horsepower community event, and it has sparked 
huge excitement for the future. GSSA and the Tailem Bend 
Auto Club are already gearing up for next year, eager to 
make it even bigger and better. 

The spirit of the event, bringing people together, creat-
ing joy, and celebrating the love of cars, has set the tone 
for what promises to become a much-loved Murraylands 
tradition. 

This was more than just an event.  
It was an experience. And it’s only the beginning.

COVER IMAGE: Drivers, passengers and officials of the  
inaugural GSSA Hearts & Horsepower 2025.

ABOVE: Hayley Smith of Murray Bridge had a dream come true: three 
laps of The Bend’s GT Circuit in a 5-litre naturally aspirated  

V10 Lamborghini Gallardo.

ABOVE: Brian “BJ” James of Murray Bridge left his wheelchair in the 
park for an exciting three-lap spin around Tailem Bend’s world-class  

GT Circuit.

ABOVE: Some of the cars in action! Image Provided by TBAC.
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Tailem Bend Under 18s Go Back-to-Back!
Article by the Editor of the Tailem Topics, image submitted by Jodie Jarvis.

What a day for the Tailem Bend Football Club! Our Under 18s boys have done it again, bringing home back-to-back premierships 
with a fantastic win over Mypolonga.

On Saturday, September 20th, at the Tailem Bend Football Oval, the young Eagles took control early and never looked 
back, finishing the grand final with a strong 11.13 (79) to 4.3 (27) victory. The whole team played their hearts out, show-
ing plenty of determination and great teamwork right across the ground. It was a proud moment for the club and the 
community, with family, friends, and supporters there to cheer them on every step of the way.

Congratulations to the players, coaches, and everyone who helped make this success possible 
 — two in a row is a huge achievement, and the future is looking very bright for the Eagles!

Hakea Highlights at Pangarinda
Submitted by Kaye Bartlett and Paul Bartlett.

At Pangarinda Botanic Garden, two striking 
Hakea species can be admired. Hakea corymbosa, 
often called the cauliflower hakea, forms a dense, 
green, cauliflower-like shrub up to 2 m high. In 
spring, its very sharp leaves are covered with 
scented yellow-green flowers, creating a vibrant 
display.

Hakea cinerea—Latin for “ashy,” referring to its 
blue-grey leaves—is a spreading shrub reach-
ing 2–3 m high. Large, showy yellow flowers 
appear in the leaf axils at the ends of branches, 
maturing to a bright hue. 
 
Both species are well known to native plant 
growers but are rarely available for sale. They 
naturally grow in neutral soils along the south 
coast of Western Australia, extending up to 
70 km inland.

ABOVE: Hakea corymbosa.

ABOVE: Smiles all around! The Tailem Bend Under 18s celebrate their back-to-back premiership win over  
Mypolonga, making Saturday, September 20th, a day to remember for the club and community.

ABOVE: Hakea cinerea.
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Submitted by Michael Holliday, by behalf of the TBAC. 

Sixty members and families from the Tailem Bend Auto 
Club visited the Holden Manufacturing Heritage Centre at the 
old Holden plant in Elizabeth South on Sunday, 14th September 
2025. The group gathered at the Murray Bridge Railway Station 
carpark before travelling in convoy to Elizabeth, making the 
most of a perfect day to showcase their historic vehicles — 
most of them Holdens.

The centre is run by passionate volunteers, including some 
former Holden employees with over 30 years’ experi-
ence, and even a third-generation worker. The impressive 
display, set up in the old Holden canteen building, is open 
once a month for car clubs to enjoy.

Holden’s history stretches back 150 years, from their 
beginnings as coach builders for various manufacturers, 
including Ford, through to producing vehicles for the war 
effort during WWII.

  Exploring Holden’s Heritage

It was a great  
morning spent read-
ing about and view-

ing the story of 
Holden manufactur-

ing in Australia. 

A big thank you to 
TBAC for cover-

ing the entry fees, 
which support the 

upkeep of this valu-
able centre.

Historic Cars Meet Variety Bash at Pioneer Village
Submitted by Michael Holliday, by behalf of the TBAC. 

Thirty Tailem Bend Auto Club members displayed their 

historic vehicles at Old Tailem Pioneer Village and welcomed 

the arrival of the NT Variety Bash vehicles and participants 

on Thursday, 7th August 2025. Tailem Bend Primary School 

students were in attendance and provided light refreshments 

for purchase on the day.

The visit was a true community celebration and a chance 
for everyone present to learn more about the Variety Chil-
dren’s Charity and its support for children in need. A big 
thank you to Danny and Tina Squires for opening the 
historic village to the club, Variety, and the public, and for 
donating all proceeds to the charity.

Everyone enjoyed viewing the Bash vehicles and interact-
ing with the participants, making it a memorable day for all 
involved.

ABOVE: Model of the Holden factory at Elizabeth South.

ABOVE: Part of the impressive display at the Holden Manufacturing 
Heritage Centre, showcasing decades of history.

ABOVE: Tailem Bend Auto Club members and families gathered inside the Heritage Centre during their visit.

ABOVE: Some of the Tailem Bend Auto Club’s historic cars on display at 
Old Tailem Pioneer Village.

ABOVE: One of the eye-catching vehicles from the NT Variety Bash on 
display at Old Tailem Pioneer Village.
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The Changing Face of Tailem Bend #156
 It is a long running series, submitted on behalf of the late Peter Connolly.

This month, we look at the memories of two local 
identities: Jake Persello and Glenys Cocks.

 
Persello is State Snooker Champion  
Published in M/ V Standard. Year UNKNOWN

Tailem Bend’s Jake Persello is set to head to the Australian 

Snooker Championship in October, after recently winning 

the state under-15 title in Adelaide. Six juniors aged 10 to 14 

competed, with Jake winning 2-1 in a “very close and tense” 

final against 14-year-old Udit Lakra. Jake will now play in the 

national championships in Brunswick, Victoria, from October 

2 to 4.

Jake said he was happy to have won the state champion-
ship and excited to compete in the national champion-
ship. He continues to practice about an hour a day on the 
pool table his father, Andy, built for both of them. At just 12 
years of age, Jake adds this win to a growing list of titles, 
including Australian under-15 nine-ball champion and 
South Australian under-12 eight-ball champion.

Jake’s Sights Set on Series

Jake is now aiming for the nine-ball World Series in 
Adelaide later this year, after being named under-15 nine-
ball state champion. In a mixed competition, he outplayed 
two under-18 state champions to win the title.

However, he must first determine whether he needs to 
compete at the national titles in Sydney, which he won 
last year, to be eligible for the World Series. Persello said 
the series is something to work toward, as playing against 
international competitors would be different from Austra-
lian players. “Nine-ball is more mainstream in most coun-
tries,” he added.

Persello Pots the Right Ball

Talented young nine-ball player Jake Persello has deserv-
edly taken out The Murray Valley Standard/Fischer Motors 
Sports Star of the Month Award for August. Thirteen-year-
old Persello seems unfazed by his success. With a recent 
win at the state under-18 competition, he is gearing up for 
the national competition in Sydney.

Jake said he is confident going to the competition, even 
though many of the players he will face are much older. 
The nationals will be the biggest competition he has 
played in, and if he wins, he will go on to play in the World 
Series in Adelaide — a goal he described as “amazing to 
reach.”

Jake is busy practicing every day at home and travels to 
Adelaide weekly to train with Murray Bridge sportsman 
Bruce Pearson. At this stage, he is the only competitor 
from South Australia heading to Sydney, and his parents 
are proud of his achievements. His father, Andy, said Jake 
showed promise from an early age and was already defeat-
ing players in local competitions with 30 more years’ expe-
rience.

Jake is now seeking sponsors to help cover the costs 
associated with travelling around the country to represent 
South Australia, and hopefully, soon, Australia.

ABOVE: Tailem Bend teenager Jake Persello will be lining up for the 
National nin-ball competition in Sydney.

ABOVE: Jake Persello recently took out the  
South Australian under-15 snooker championships. 
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The Changing Face of Tailem Bend #156
Glenys Cocks: Supportive as  
Anyone Can Be 
Published in M/ V Standard. Year 2002

After 26 years at Tailem Bend Primary School, Glenys Cocks 

has been a quiet but steadfast support to staff and students. 

Deanna Lush reports:

Glenys insists she is “just an ordinary person,” but for the 
staff and students of Tailem Bend Primary School, she 
supported them in every way possible. “I’d rather remain 
anonymous. I’ve done no more than anyone else,” she says.

Mrs Cocks arrived 
in Tailem Bend 
in 1960 with her 
husband, a railway 
worker, and their 
three boys. She 
had another son 
soon after, making 
life “pretty hectic” 
with four young 
males in the 
house. “They were 
all sports mad 
and played foot-
ball and cricket 
for Tailem Bend… I 
was always in the 
canteen or taking 
the team around 
to different places.”

Mrs Cocks began her role as a Support Officer (SSO) in 
1975, a position she held for 26 years. “It was wonderful. I 
worked in the library, did speech programs, and helped with 
special education. I went on most school camps, mostly as 
the cook,” she said.

“Special education was very rewarding. The kids may have 
problems, but they are wonderful children. Any subject 
they did, we helped with — cooking, art, lifestyle activities. 
It did a lot for their self-esteem.”

She remembers in particular the primary school winning 
a national Wattle Day competition, which earned the 
school a computer. “With the pom-poms we made in foot-

ball colours and sold, we raised enough money to buy an 
outdoor setting for the school.”

Mrs Cocks retired from the SSO position at the end of 
term three last year. Students, staff, and friends gave her 
a farewell, sending their best wishes. “I didn’t want any big 
hoo-ha. The staff and kids gave me a lovely farewell. There 
were lots of faxes from former staff because over 26 years, 
you work with a lot of people. It was a sad day, but I was 
ready to go. I will always miss it, of course.”

Mrs Cocks moved to Murray Bridge 15 years ago after the 
death of her 
husband but 
still holds the 
memories 
close to her 
heart. Orig-
inally from 
Elliston on the 
Eyre Penin-
sula, she 
trained as a 
nurse at Port 
Pirie, where 
she met her 
husband.

One of the 
personal mile-
stones in her 
life was visit-
ing Burma 

with her sister to see their father’s grave; he died in Changi 
Prison Camp when she was four. “Going over there was 
very special. It was something I had always wanted to do. 
It was different not having a father around; we lived with 
my grandmother and grandfather, so I suppose he was our 
father figure. Mum was fairly special because we didn’t 
have a dad.”

Aside from her efforts at Tailem Bend, Mrs Cocks has been 
involved with the Lioness Club for about 15 years, includ-
ing the last two years with the Twin Lions Club. “The Lions 
Club is a wonderful organisation. They really helped me 
after my husband died. I have got a lot of satisfaction out 
of working to do things in the town.”

Quote for the month:  
“The only person you are destined to become is the person you decide to be.”  

— Ralph Waldo Emerson.  

The stories keep coming from the pens of the duo, Chief Editor Jo and Doris Connolly.

ABOVE: Since 1987: Tailem Bend 
Community Centre co-founder 
Rosemary Centre co-founded 
Rosemary Symonds and 
coordinator Tammy Shepherd.

ABOVE: Glenys Cocks. 



8

Submitted by the Tailem Bend Progress Association. 

It’s nearly that magical time again – the Christmas Parade is just around the corner,  
and we’re calling on all locals to get involved!

Got a business, club, school group or just a bunch of mates who love Christmas? Why not put together a float and be part 
of the fun! Big, small, sparkly or simple – it’s all about bringing the Christmas spirit to our streets.

Keen to join in? Find our float registration form here > www.tailembendprogress.com.au/christmas-parade/
 

Questions? Send us a message! Let’s make this year’s parade the biggest and brightest yet, together!

”
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Polished Hair

3 Fourth St, Murray Bridge 
Phone: 0421 078 790

Same faces, same fantastic service,  
new location, new name!  

Beauty Therapy Available!

L to R - Bethany, Ivory, Chantelle, Tammy, Carly and Ebony 

All aspects of men’s, ladies, and  
children’s hairdressing.  

WYNARKA 2025 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

DECEMBER 
 COMMUNITY  CHRISTMAS 

 LIGHTS DISPLAY 
 
  

 

Part of the proceeds from Dips are donated back into the Wynarka and 
Karoonda Community. 

 
 

NOVELTY DISPLAY 
Something for everyone to see 

UNDER CARPORT 24 RAILWAY TERRACE 
LUCKY DIPS $5.00 each    
(INCLUDING A CANDY CANE.) 

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE 
FFrriiddaayy  55,,  SSaattuurrddaayy  66,,  SSuunnddaayy  77,,  

FFrriiddaayy  1122,,  SSaattuurrddaayy  1133,,  SSuunnddaayy  1144,,  

FFrriiddaayy  1199,,  SSaattuurrddaayy  2200,,  SSuunnddaayy  2222,,  

MMoonnddaayy  2222,,  TTuueessddaayy  2233,,  WWeeddnneessddaayy  2244  

7pm until 10.00pm 
    

 

WHEN HEALTH 
PERMITS 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

I would like to acknowledge the contributions from 
 

KAROONDA PHARMACY Railway Tce Karoonda 
Providing quality service and professional pharmacist advice  

to the people of Karoonda and surrounding areas.  
Come in and ask about her loyalty programme. 

Phone: 08 85781112  29 Railway Tce  
Open 5 days Monday – Friday 10.00am -5.00pm 

 
KAROONDA LICENSED POST OFFICE Railway Tce Karoonda 

Bill payments, stamps, local papers, stationary, Post Office products. 
Magazines, ink cartridges and more. Come in and browse. 

Phone: 08 85781042 A/h 0418851264 or 0429696905 
31 Railway Tce Karoonda 

Open 5 days Monday –Friday 9.00am -5.00pm 
 

TAILEM BEND NEWSAGENCY Railway Tce Tailem Bend 
Available greeting cards, magazines, stationary, Lotto supplies,  

local newspapers, ink cartridges, toys, giftware, gas bottles. 
Come and meet Sharon, Rob and MANGO 

The standard poodle. New owners since May 2024 
Phone: 08 85723523 

69 Railway Tce TAILEM BEND 
Open Monday- Friday 8.30am -5.00pm Saturday 8.30am- Noon 

 
…With items towards the dips 

”
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 Progress Association Thanks Volunteers
Submitted by The Editor of the Tailem Topics, images by Glenn Power.

The Tailem Bend Progress Association recently celebrated 
the dedication of its Tailem Topics delivery volunteers with 
a special appreciation lunch. Held at the Riverside Hotel on 
Sunday, 31st August 2025, the event highlighted the strong 
community spirit and commitment of those who help bring 
the local magazine to homes across the district.

Volunteers gathered for a relaxed and joyful afternoon, with 
laughter and lively conversation filling the room — a testament 
to the friendships and shared sense of purpose that bind this 
close-knit team. A highlight of the event was a heartfelt speech 
from Distribution Manager Brenton Qualmann, who warmly 
thanked the volunteers for their tireless efforts and dedication in 
ensuring Tailem Topics reaches its readers each month.

  Tailem Bend Lions Club Newsletter
Report submitted by Lions members Judy, Bruce and Josephine. 

Lions Roar with Community Spirit!

As reported in our September issue of Tailem Topics, our 

current fundraising project is for a much-needed lifter bed for 

the Tailem Bend Hospital. We are hopeful to make a presenta-

tion soon, as this vital and expensive piece of equipment will 

greatly support patient care and improve comfort for those in 

need at our local hospital.

A big thank you to all our supporters who attended the 
August and September Den Sales. We were thrilled with 
the amount of stock purchased, and we’re pleased to 
report that we have also received plenty of new stock to 
keep the momentum going.

Please mark your calendars for our upcoming major Lions 
online farm clearing sale at the Mannum Road auction. 
Inspections will be held on 7th November, with the online 
auction running on 12th and possibly 13th November. Be 
sure to check for confirmed times closer to the event.

PLEASE DO NOT DROP ITEMS  
AT THE DEN IF UNATTENDED!!

Honey is available from Lions Members:  
Reuben Gurney: 8572 4730 - Marion Martin: 8572 4785  

Margaret Eckermann: 8572 3850 - Raylene Thomas: 0417 840 473

If your club or organisation needs help with funds, write to Tailem Bend Lions Box 141 Tailem Bend or email: tailembendlions@mail.com

On 2nd October, our Lions Club will be sponsoring a 
one-day Safari bus trip to Monarto Safari Park for Murray 
Bridge Community Lifestyle clients and their carers. This 
full-day excursion is highly anticipated and promises a fun 
and exciting experience for everyone involved. Keep an eye 
out for more details in the November newsletter.

Finally, a message from our president, Doug: if you’re 
new to the district, why not join us? We meet every 2nd 
Tuesday of the month at the Riverside Hotel for a meal, 
fellowship, and guest speakers. You’ll make friends, have 
fun, and most importantly, experience the joy of serving 
our community. Here in Tailem Bend, the Lions roar — and 
they roar with heart.

The lunch was a memorable celebration, leaving volunteers feeling appreciated and proud of the vital role they play in 
keeping the Tailem Bend community connected — a heartfelt thank you to each and every one of them.

ABOVE: Tailem Bend Progress Association volunteers celebrating their dedi-
cation to delivering Tailem Topics to the community.

ABOVE: Brenton Qualman addresses the volunteers with a heartfelt speech, 
thanking them for their dedication to delivering Tailem Topics.

ABOVE: Smiles all around as the lucky raffle winners celebrate their prizes at 
the Tailem Bend Progress Association volunteer appreciation lunch.
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Motivating Book Launch

Join us in celebrating the voice of a new generation—one 
that is thoughtful, powerful, and just getting started. The 
Murray Bridge Library will be hosting an inspiring book launch 
at 10 am on Wednesday, October 15, 2025. Simon Goodridge is a 
thirteen-year-old local author, who has turned his own life expe-
riences into a moving story about courage, self-belief, and hope. 

Simon, who lives in regional South Australia with his great-
aunt Diane, great-uncle Colin, and younger half-brother 
Dominic, has spent the past three years drafting a book that 
began as a simple character sketch and evolved into a full-
length novel. Diagnosed with autism (Level 2), Simon has 
always seen the world through a unique lens—and now, he is 
ready to share that vision with readers.

The novel follows the journey of Jay, a 12-year-old boy who 
dreams of singing but struggles with self-doubt and feeling 
“different.” As Jay finds his voice, builds relationships, and 
starts a family, the story explores deep themes of resilience 
and love—even as Jay’s child faces leukemia. The story, 
though fictional, is grounded in Simon’s subjective experi-
ences and the challenges he has faced growing up.

“I didn’t mean to write a book,” Simon shares. “I just started 
writing about someone like me. But then the story kept 
growing.”

What began as a creative outlet for Simon at age nine blos-
somed into a powerful narrative about identity, family, and 
the strength found in life’s hardest moments. 

Editorial and images by Glenn Power, Murray Bridge News, Tailem Bend Correspondent.

One of his favourite parts of the book is the Thompson 
family—a fictional family, who reflect, love, loyalty and the 
hope that can carry us through the darkest times.

“Even when everything feels like it’s falling apart,” Simon 
says, “they turn the page and start a new chapter. That’s 
what I want people to remember.”

Despite his challenges, including navigating life across two 
households and balancing relationships with half-siblings 
from both parents’ sides, Simon has remained grounded 
by the support of his guardians and brother. Their encour-
agement, along with Simon’s natural empathy and curios-
ity, helped shape a book that speaks honestly and directly 
from the heart. The September launch will feature an 
author talk where Simon will share how the book came 
to life, how he used research and imagination to build his 
world, and what he hopes readers—young and old—will 
take away from it. Industry guests, educators, librarians, 
families, and the wider community are warmly invited to 
attend.

“Simon’s story is a reminder to all of us, that creativity 
knows no age,” said a library spokesperson. “His voice is 
authentic, brave, and incredibly moving.”

Simon hopes his readers will walk away with one simple 
truth: anything is possible when you believe in yourself.

ABOVE: Simon Goodridge of Jervois – finding his voice.
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NEWSLETTER 141 Railway Terrace, Tailem Bend SA 5260
Phone: 8572 3513 | Email: info@tbcc.org.au

Web: www.tbcc.org.auOCTOBER 2025

CEO UPDATE

We9re thrilled to announce the purchase of our second 2017
Toyota 12-seat minibus 3 the ninth baby in our fleet . This
much-loved bus will now serve our Community Transport
South Australia (CTSA) Riverland, Murray Mallee & Limestone
Coast (RMC) service, helping even more people stay
connected and supported.

Changes in My Aged Care regarding
advocates/representatives

From 1 November 2025, a new role called a Registered
Supporter will replace the current <advocate/representative=
system in My Aged Care.

If you already have a representative set up, that person will
automatically become your registered supporter unless you
choose to opt out.

What Does a Registered Supporter Do?

A registered supporter is someone you choose to help you
understand information and make decisions about your
aged care.
They can talk with My Aged Care, assessors, and service
providers on your behalf.
Most importantly 4 you still remain the decision-maker.
The supporter is there to help, not to take over.

Who Can Be a Supporter?

Usually a trusted friend, family member, or carer.
You can have more than one supporter.
Supporters must act honestly, respect your wishes, and
put your wellbeing first.

From 1 November 2025, a new 8Registered Supporter9 role will
replace the current My Aged Care representative system. If
you already have a representative, they will automatically
become your supporter unless you choose to opt out. Talk to
your family or a trusted friend now if you would like someone
to support you in understanding information or making aged
care decisions. You can also speak with TBCC staff if you9d like
help checking or recording your information.

Advance Care Directives – Why They Matter

Life can be unpredictable, and sometimes circumstances arise
when you may not be able to make decisions about your own
health care, living arrangements, or personal matters. 

An Advance Care Directive (ACD) is a legal document that
allows you to record your wishes, values, and preferences in
advance, giving you the peace of mind that your voice will be
heard if you can9t speak for yourself.

What is an Advance Care Directive?

An ACD is a written plan where you can:
Appoint a trusted person (called a Substitute Decision
Maker) to speak on your behalf.
Outline your preferences for medical treatment, lifestyle
choices, and future care.
Record what matters most to you 3 your values, beliefs,
and wishes.

It ensures that doctors, carers, and family members have clear
guidance about what you want, reducing stress and
uncertainty in difficult times.

Why Do You Need One?

Having an ACD is about choice and control. It:
Protects your right to be heard even if you cannot speak.
Prevents confusion or family disagreements during
emergencies.
Gives you confidence that your care aligns with your
values.

Many people think ACD9s are only for the elderly, but the truth
is they9re important for everyone. Illness or accidents can
happen at any age.

Why It’s Important Someone You Trust Knows Where to Find It

Completing an ACD is just the first step. It is equally important
to make sure:

Your Substitute Decision Maker knows about it.
Family, carers, or close friends know where it is kept.
Copies are shared with your doctor, hospital, or anyone
who may need to act quickly in an emergency.

An ACD tucked away in a drawer can9t help you when it9s
needed most.

How TBCC Can Help

At the Tailem Bend Community Centre, your wellbeing is our
priority. TBCC staff may ask you a few questions about AC D9s
and record key information for emergency situations. This is
not about taking over your choices 3 it9s about ensuring that if
something happens, the people who care for you can access
the information they need quickly and respectfully.

Creating and sharing your ACD is one of the most important
gifts you can give yourself and those who love you.
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NEWSLETTER

Father’s Day Craft at the Bowhill Community Centre 

Friday 5 September 2025 saw lots of gifts created. We hope all
the dad’s loved them as much as the children (and mums)
enjoyed making them.

                                         CHRISTMAS AND DECEMBER/JANUARY 
                                   SCHOOL HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES 

                                     TO BE CONFIRMED AND ADVERTISED 
                             – WATCH THIS SPACE!!!!

OCTOBER 2025

Parent Child Mother Goose (PCMG) invites parents and
carers to cuddle, communicate and connect with their child
through songs, rhymes and stories. Through this fun and
simple program children are provided the opportunity to
develop their speech through singing and to enhance and
encourage connection with their parent/caregiver in a relaxed
environment. The program also provides a positive and fun
space for families to connect with community.

Our PCMG sessions are held each week for 45 minutes, during
the school terms. PCMG is currently being held at the
following locations:

Tuesday – Mannum
Mannum Leisure Centre

Senior Citizen Room - 9:30am 

Wednesday – Meningie 
Meningie Kindergarten – 11am

Thursday – Tailem Bend
Tailem Bend Primary School 
Community Library– 9:30am

Celebrate Connection

Science Week – Pattern Play
Decoding Nature at Tailem Bend Community Centre – Friday
15 August 2025 was enjoyed by all the little scientists who
attended. From microscopes to volcanoes, there was lots of
experimenting and fun had by both children and adults.

C4C UPDATE
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2026 Citizen of the Year Awards!
MEDIA RELEASE

It’s time to celebrate and recognise our home-grown heroes! 
Do you know of someone who goes above and beyond for their 
community? Have you attended an event or been part of a 
project that has made a positive change to your community? 

Nominations are now welcomed from all areas across the 
district from Tailem Bend to Salt Creek, Jabuk, Tintinara 
and everywhere in between!

Australia Day Awards nomination categories include:

•	 Citizen of the Year

•	 Young Citizen of the Year

•	 Community Event of the Year

•	 Community Project of the Year

Individuals need only be nominated once to be considered 
for an award (the number of nominations received per 
nominee bears no weight in their selection) so work with 
others in the community to submit a nomination! 

Awards selection criteria includes: 

Citizen Citizen of the Year: Someone who has made a 
significant contribution to the community, is an inspi-
rational role model, or made a positive impact with their 
contribution;

Young Citizen of the Year: Someone who has made a 
significant contribution to the community, is an inspi-
rational role model, or made a positive impact with their 
contribution. (To be eligible, the person must be an  
Australian Citizen aged over 16 years and under  
30 years of age on January 26, 2026).

Community Event of the Year: Presented to an individ-
ual or group responsible for staging the district’s most 
outstanding community event of the year.;

Community Project of the Year: Presented to the individ-
ual or group responsible for the district’s most outstand-
ing community project of the year.

Food & Wine Club September Dinner

Residents are encouraged to nominate their outstanding achievers 
 and share the achievements of these special individuals.

Submitted by Tina Squires.

The Swanport Hotel was the venue for the September 2025 

dinner, where 22 members and 6 guests gathered for a Spring-

themed evening. Ornamental kale and fresh flowers adorned 

the room, setting a bright and festive atmosphere. 

Starter: Confit duck rillettes with ash chèvre, microgreens, 
house-made cherry jam, and lamb shoulder tartlets with 
preserved lemon and rosemary crumb. Paired with The 
Lois Sparkling Wine.

Entrée: Swordfish carpaccio with salmon roe, chilli, finger 
lime, fennel, and lemon myrtle. Paired with Alcatraz Clare 
Valley Riesling.

Main: Kangaroo fillet with smoked celeriac purée, native 
pepper jus, and greens. Paired with a Whipbird GSM.

Dessert: Petit fours and an alternate orange/almond cake 
with raspberry coulis. Paired with Houghton Sweet Classic 
and Bella Estate Alicante Bouchet.

The Swanport team once again proved they are far more 
than just a “snitty pub.”

A big thank you to Chef Kane and facilitator Emma  
for another outstanding evening. ABOVE: Fresh flowers galore brought a touch of  

elegance to the September dinner.
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Citizen 
of the Year
Awards

Citizen 
of the Year
Awards 20262026Nominations Now Open

Nominate them now!

Help us celebrate people who make a real difference in the Coorong

District Council community!

Know someone amazing?

Nominations for 2026 are now open for the following categories:

Nomination packs are available at all Coorong District Council offices

or online from Council's website:

www.coorong.sa.gov.au/citizenoftheyearawards

 

Nominations close 5:00pm on Friday, 24 October 2025.

Citizen of the Year

Young Citizen of the Year

Community Event of the Year

Community Project of the Year
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Create the Dream  

Open 8:30am - 5pm Monday to Friday,  
9am - 12 noon on Saturdays 

27 Magpie Drive, Tailem Bend, S.A. 
0427 763 905  www.rpcutters.com.au 

Inspiring Australian Quality Metal Creations 

 

SPECIALISING 
 In all types of Concreting

Industrial, Commercial, Domestic
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Standing Together Against Dementia
Submitted by Merran Kelsall, Chair Dementia Australia.

An immense thank you to everyone who was involved and 
spread the word during 2025 Dementia Action Week from 15-21 
September. 

Across Australia, individuals and organisations supported 
our campaign ‘Nobody can do it alone’, encouraging 
everyone in the community to reach out and recon-
nect with someone in their life affected by dementia. 
Social isolation and loneliness are, unfortunately, all too 
commonly experienced by many living with dementia. 

And, with the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 
reporting this month that dementia is now the leading 
cause of death for all Australians, chances are that you 

know someone impacted and can help be part of their 
support system – so that none of us have to face demen-
tia alone.   

On behalf of the estimated 433,300 Australians living with 
dementia and the 1.7 million people involved in their care, 
thank you for showing your support this Dementia Action 
Week. 

While Dementia Action Week is only one week each year, 
the conversation and action to eliminate the lack of 
understanding that leads to stigma and discrimination 
continues year-round. For information and tips on how you 
can continue working towards a dementia-friendly future, 
please visit dementia.org.au/DementiaActionWeek.  

For support any time, please contact the National Dementia Helpline  
on 1800 100 500, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

New Captain Welcomed at CFS Open Day

The Tailem Bend Country Fire Service (CFS) welcomed its 
new captain, Dylan Collett, during the brigade’s annual Open 
Day on Sunday, August 31, 2025 – an event that once again 
drew strong community support.

Dylan, who has been with the Tailem Bend brigade for five 
years, said he was honoured to be elected captain and 
grateful for the confidence shown by his fellow volunteers.

“I was quite shocked to receive it, but it was really good to 
see that the brigade rallied behind it and voted me in,” he 
said. “The best thing about the CFS is the family you gain. 
You create one big friendship group that looks out for each 
other.”

The Open Day gave residents a chance to learn more 
about the work of the CFS, from responding to road 
crashes and house fires to assisting the SES at incidents 
across the region. Visitors also saw firsthand the exten-
sive training opportunities available for volunteers, rang-
ing from basic firefighting through to road crash rescue, 
breathing apparatus, hazardous materials, communica-
tions and leadership roles.

Editorial and images by Glenn Power, Murray Bridge News,  
Tailem Bend Correspondent.

Dylan stressed that the brigade is always looking for new 
members. “Any help’s good help – whether you’re available 
during the day, at night or just weekends. It doesn’t cost 
anything except your time, and once you’re in, your part of 
the family.”

The successful Open Day highlighted the dedication of 
local volunteers and reinforced the vital role the Tailem 
Bend CFS plays in protecting the community.

ABOVE: Dylan Collett, the new Tailem Bend CFS captain, is pictured here with 
Smokey visiting during the Open Day as the team practiced fire safety and 
flame extinguishing.

ABOVE: A fiery demonstration at the Tailem Bend CFS Open Day shows the 
dramatic effect of a stove-top fire, highlighting the importance of fire safety 
and proper training.

ABOVE: Community members enjoy learning fire safety at the Tailem Bend 
CFS Open Day.
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Tailem Bend Community Library 

New Books October 2025
ADULT FICTION

ABELL Stigg : Death in a Lonely Place,   	 Thriller 
CHILD Lee: Safe Enough,   		  Short story Collection

CLEEVES Ann:  The Seagull,   		  Vera mystery 
CLEEVES Ann:  The Moth Catcher,   	 Vera Mystery 
HARMEL Kristen: When We Meet Again,   	WW2 Story
JACOBS Anna: Miranda’s Family,     	 Love Story
JORDAN Deb: The River Whispers,   	 Australian Mystery
LEATHER Stephen: Last hance,    		  Thriller
LOUTH Nick: The Dark Edge,  		  British Crime thriller 
PAPATHANASIOU Peter: The Bolthole, 	 Political crime 
PATTERSON James: Raised by Wolves, 
PATTERSON James: Count Down, 	 Thriller
PATTERSON James: Private Beijing,	 Thriller 
PETRAITIS Vikki: The unbelieved, 	 Crime Fiction
SCOTT Tanya: Stillwater, 			  Australian Crime
SILVA Daniel: An Inside Job, 		  Spy Fiction

NON FICTION

MARCUS Julie: Sex and Savagery in the Good Colony, South 
Australia 1836-1901

BOOK REVIEW
The Pearl of Tagai Town 

By: Lenora Thaker

Primarily set in far north-
east Queensland in the 
decades leading up to, 
during and immediately 
after the Second World 
War, Lenora Thaker’s 
debut novel, The Pearl 
of Tagai Town, is the tale 
of one young woman’s 
extraordinary grit and 
vision for her life. 

It’s also a love story to 
warm the coldest of 
hearts.

This immersive, propul-
sive novel is a clear-eyed portrait of a time and a 
community navigating racism, including horrifying 
violence, segregation and oppression, wartime trage-
dies, and the general hardships and joys of life. The 
characters are irresistible, and the local languages 
woven throughout are as evocative as Thaker’s narra-
tive. This is the kind of book you’ll want to read again 
immediately, and will appeal to fans of Kate Grenville, 
Pip Williams and Anita Heiss.

Submitted by Angie Tomkinson.
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 September 2025 ((EEddiitt iioonn  7733))  
Spring is here and it’s been nice to see the colours of 
the landscape change. At the Sept meeting we paid 
tribute to PPaattttii  CCoonnnnoollllyy who passed away at the age of 
95.  Cr Maidment read a tribute touching on some of her 
achievements and community work.  

A 10-year lease (with a right of renewal for a further 10 
years) was granted to the MMeenniinnggiiee  BBoowwlliinngg  CClluubb 

We were delighted to welcome year 4/5/6 students 
from CCoooommaannddooookk  AArreeaa  SScchhooooll, who shared with us 
their creative ideas and solutions for easing traffic 
congestion on Granites Road, Tailem Bend.  

A report on morning swim sessions at the CCoooonnaallppyynn  
PPooooll was noted, and a motion was moved by me 
(seconded by Cr Pietzsch) to clarify that afternoon 
swim sessions from 4:00 to 6:00 pm on weekdays will 
operate with one lifeguard and one additional person 
present, while morning sessions will require two 
Council staff members as the canteen will not be open. 
Council also acknowledged the challenges of 
resourcing the morning sessions and noted that 
engaging an external provider may incur additional 
costs. It was further resolved to trial a 7:00 to 9:30 am 
morning swim time, with attendance records to be kept 
determining the most suitable timeslot. 

The new sealed carpark at the CCoooonnaallppyynn  PPooooll is 
finished with a slight drainage issue being rectified.  The 
Tailem Bend Railway Terrace Carpark design has been 
finalised, with work likely to commence in late 2025 and 
be completed by Feb 2026 

Cr Arthurs’ three motions to rreemmoovvee  tthhee  ddeeccllaarraattiioonn  ooff  
ddrroouugghhtt and to ppoossttppoonnee  rraatteess for primary producers 
and the industries that support them, lapsed without a 
seconder, meaning no vote was required. This sent a 
clear message that the chamber continues to recognise 
our region is in drought. At this stage, postponement of 
rates does not compromise our capacity to provide 
services. Supporting those who keep our region 
employed and viable is not only compassionate but 
also fiscally responsible, because if our primary 
producers, who contribute around 70% of rates, and 

their supporting industries collapse, the long-term cost 
to the entire community will be far greater. 

 In 2024/25 $1100MM  wwoorrtthh  ooff  pprroojjeeccttss in the District were 
completed.  The contract for the new CCoooonnaallppyynn  TTooiilleettss 
has been awarded with construction expected to start 
in late 2025 and be completed by Feb 2026.   The old 
toilets will remain in place and operational until then. 

Sadly, the NNaarrrruunngg  JJeettttyy is in far worse condition than 
expected, with serious safety risks that will require 
significant funding to address. Built in 1877 to service 
mail steamers, the jetty quickly became central to the 
life of Narrung, handling not only mail but also produce, 
stock, and passengers. While its role has shifted over 
the years, the jetty remains a valued community asset. 
Council will be briefed in January 2026 about costs and 
funding options.  

During 2024/25, Council spent $1,681,273 re-sheeting 
30.6km of its unsealed road network. This was less than 
the annual target of 35kms, due to dry conditions and 
extra costs involved with water cartage, along with a 
long lead for localised rubble.   The 25/26 budget will 
see $2.727 million spent on Pascoe, Todd, Burns, Jabuk 
South, Loveday, Cantara Deepwater, Taunta Hut, 
Buccleuch North and Klitscher Roads.   

Council has funded a district-wide bbaannnneerr  ppoollee  
uuppggrraaddee, starting in Tintinara with the replacement of 
16 old poles. Eight new pulley-style poles will be 
installed, while four of the old poles with decorations 
will be gifted to the TTiinnttiinnaarraa  AAccttiioonn  CClluubb. Expansion to 
other towns is planned in future years. 

CChhiillddccaarree: Recent community consultation confirmed 
an immense need for additional long day care in the 
district, with two-thirds of parents reporting they are 
heavily impacted by the lack of childcare. Surveyed 
families indicated they would work an average of 25 
extra hours per week if they could access three days of 
childcare.  According to the 2021 ABS, there were 245 
children aged 0–4 years in the Coorong and 1,016 
people providing unpaid care for children. A report is 
being prepared that will assist in discussions with State 
and Federal ministers, agencies, and key stakeholders, 
as well as support future funding applications.  

Cheers, Lisa 
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Above: entrance sign lit up at Meningie.

Above: Artist render of the new Changing
Places facility to be constructed at
Coonalpyn. 

the annual patrol grading program,
improving road safety, accessibility,
and travel conditions for rural road
users.

Unsealed Road Renewal
Program
Planning is underway for the
2025/26 program, with scoping
underway for rubble quarries to
support future works. This program
aims to enhance road durability,
safety, and access for rural
communities. 

Renewal works on Buccleuch
North Road at Peake have seen a
3.1km re-sheet completed in mid-
September 2025.  

The next stage of renewal is
scheduled to begin on Jabuk
South Road, Carcuma by 29
September 2025, covering 5.5km
from the Tauragat Well Road
intersection north to the Ladara
Bore Road intersection. These
works are anticipated to take
approximately 5 to 7 weeks, further
strengthening the region’s unsealed
road network.

COORONG
CouncilNews

Sep - Oct 2025

W: www.coorong.sa.gov.au

E: council@coorong.sa.gov.au

P: 1300 785 277
A: PO Box 399,
Tailem Bend SA 5260

Welcome to this month’s
Council update
Around the District
Throughout the past month
Coorong District Council has
undertaken a range of activities,
events and delivered programs
across the district.

The Community Facilities team
were busy with winter mowing
across the district, repairing the
irrigation valve at the Tailem Bend
Football Oval, and topping up soft
fall mulch at the Peake Playground. 

The Meningie entrance sign has
had its lighting and wiring replaced,
now brightening up and welcoming
everyone to town again.

Almost 350 chairs at the Tailem
Bend Town Hall have also had a
spring steam clean and are now
ready for this year's festive season.

Throughout August, approximately
368.2km of unsealed roads was
graded across the district as part of

Carcuma Road Stage 2 Upgrade
The final stages of the Carcuma
Road upgrade are approaching,
with final sealing works scheduled
to occur in October 2025.

Coonalpyn Changing Places
Public Toilet Facility 
Work is moving ahead on the new
Changing Places toilet at
Coonalpyn. Trees have been
cleared from the site, and Council is
now working through changes to
power, water, and wastewater
services. Construction of the toilet
facilities is expected to commence
in the coming months following the  
completion of site preparation.

Above: works underway on Buccleuch
North Road at Peake.
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COORONG
CouncilNews

Citizen of the Year Award
Nominations Now Open! 
It's time to celebrate our home-
grown heroes! 

The Citizen of the Year Awards
acknowledge the unsung heroes of
our community who through their
contributions make our district a
better place to live, work or visit.
They offer outstanding service and
enable our communities to be
stronger  as a result of their tireless
efforts.

Nominations are now open for the
following categories:

 Citizen of the Year
 Young Citizen of the Year
 Community Event of the Year
 Community Project of the Year

Nominations close at 5pm on
Friday 24 October 2025

You can download a nomination
form or nominate online at:
www.coorong.sa.gov.au/citizenofthe

yearawards

Want to read more?
Visit our website for full Council
meeting agendas, reports & latest
updates on projects, events &
activities happening across the
district.

Key Decisions
At the September Council meeting
Members received a findings report
on Early Childhood Education and
Care following engagement with
the community earlier this year. The
report will be used as an advocacy
piece, with data and evidence to
support and address the childcare
gaps across the district.

The Meningie Bowling Club’s lease
was renewed for 10 years, with an
option for another 10 — giving the
club certainty for future planning.

The Coonalpyn Swimming Pool
opening hours were reviewed
ahead of the 2025/26 season; a
trial of changed morning swim
hours (7am - 9:30am on weekdays)
was endorsed for the upcoming
season. Afternoon and weekend
hours will remain the same.

Council also received a report on
the Narrung Jetty, following its
closure in July due to safety risks.
Options and costings will continue
to be investigated, as well as
funding opportunities for renewal of
the jetty.

Community Vision Plan
2026-2030
Love where you live! Your
Community, Your Way!

The Coorong District is more than
just a place, it’s rural communities
built on connection, strength and
the shared aspirations of the
people who live, work and play
here.

Council is developing its next
Community Vision Plan – a
roadmap that will inform our
decisions, budgets and projects for
the next 4 years
We want the Plan to be shaped by
the voices of those who live, work
and contribute to our region.

Engagement opens: 13 October
Engagement closes: 21
November 2025. 

Find out more about how to share
your ideas at:

www.coorong.sa.gov.au/CVP2030
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What’s Happening in our Community?
MONDAYS

•	 ROTARY CLUB OF TAILEM BEND; Meet every fort-
night on Mondays at 6pm at the Riverside Hotel, 
Princes Hwy Tailem Bend, contact Phil Roberts: 0428 
305 432. Please contact Phil to check location. 

•	 MONDAY MEMORIES!; Last Monday of the month 
at the Tailem Bend library at 10am. All Welcome! 

•	 MURRAYLANDS STOMA SUPPORT GROUP; Meet-
ings held 1st Monday of every second month at Murray 
Bridge RSL hall 10am - 12pm. Come and join us. Contact 
Sandrina 0428 104439 or Stephen 0427 978699

•	 TAILEM BEND PROGRESS ASSOCIATION; JOIN THE 
PROGRESS ASSOCIATION! For meeting details please 
contact: Maxine Kiddie: 0439 387 750

•	 TAILEM BEND CHRISTMAS PARADE MEETING;  
We need you! If you would like to see the Christmas 
Parade in the future please join the Christmas Parade 
committee. Contact Maxine Kiddie: 0439 387 750 

TUESDAYS

•	 SOCIAL TENNIS; Starting from Tuesday 4th February 
6:30pm. Any enquire: Graeme Melbourne 0429 140 
735.

•	 TAILEM BEND LIONS CLUB; Meetings 2nd Tuesday at 
the Riverside Hotel and 4th Tuesdays at Lions Den, corner 
Trevena Rd & Seymour St each month at 6:30pm for 7:00pm 
start. Contact Doug Holmes 0401 239 630 or Ian Eckermann 
8572 3850.

•	 TAILEM BEND AUTO CLUB;  Tailem Bend Auto Club 
(TBAC) meeting every Third Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
at the Tailem Bend Football Club. Please contact the TBAC 
Facebook page for more information.

WEDNESDAYS

•	 COOMANDOOK Branch CWA; Meet first Wednesday 
of the Month at the Coomandook Hall from 1pm, unless 
otherwise advised. For more details contact Anika Loechel 
0438 256 629 or call State Office on 08 8332 4166 or www.
sacwa.org.au

THURSDAYS

•	 RIVERBEND LADIES INDOOR BOWLS; Thursdays 
until the end of October. Fun games 10:30am. Team 
games 2pm. Contact Raelene Ellis: 0412 259 233 or  
L. Jaensch: 8672 4064

Bookings appreciated but not essential, scan QR code or 
follow the link https://www.trybooking.com/CAVZV

•	 FRIENDS OF THE HOSPITAL;  Friends of the Hospi-
tal Inc. Monthly meetings held on the first Thursday of 
each month at the Tailem Bend Hotel at 12:30pm for 
lunch followed by our meeting at 1:30pm ALL WELCOME.  
Gwenda Zadow 8572 3057

•	 ULYSSES LOWER MURRAY MOTORBIKE CLUB; A 
club for motobike riders over 40 years. If you enjoy riding mo-
torbikes and social gatherings with other motorbike enthusi-
asts, this is the club for you. It’s a great social group : lots of 
fun. We have rides on Sundays and Thursdays. Come and join 
in the fun. For more information call Terry on 0401 320 
665

•	 PARENT CHILD MOTHER GOOSE; 
Cuddle.. Communicate.. Connect... 
Using songs, rhymes and stories to 
support connection between child 
and parent. 9:30am – 10:15am at 
the Tailem Bend Primary School. 

FRIDAYS

•	 TAILEM BEND COMMUNITY CENTRE – OUR GOLD-
IES LUNCHEON; Join us for a social lunch and chat, from 
12 noon to 1:30 pm. Two course meal from $10.00 per person, 
subsidised by the Commonwealth Home Support Programme 
(CHSP) for people over 65 years or 50 years Aboriginal or Tor-
res Strait Islander people, or $15.00 for Non CHSP. Booking is 
essential, please call 8572 3513 or email chsp@tbcc.org.au for 
more information.

•	 Tailem Bend RSL SUB BRANCH; Open for meals every 
Friday from 6pm, to book phone 0466 313 315 or 0419 856 
744 Or you can send a message through FB: @Tailem-
BendRSL

SATURDAYS

•	 ST LUKE’S MARKET DAY; Held on Saturdays. For more 
information please call Tony Aylen on  0400 870 878.

•	 JERVOIS DANCE;  Every 5th Saturday of the month! 
$12.00 entrance. Prizes and raffles on offer. Bring a plate of 
supper to share. Contact Maureen Gibson on 0417 084 864 
for more info. 

•	 MURRAYLANDS BALLROOM DANCE GROUP; 
The Murraylands Dance will be held in the Tailem 
Bend town hall every third Saturday from 7:30pm to 
11pm. Entrance, $10: There will be several door prizes. 
Please bring your own supper. Tea and coffee provided.  
Contact Nick on 0456 208 355
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Church Services 

Thought for the Month - A Prince of the People
Submitted by Doreen Lutz on behalf of Trinity Lutheran Congregation.

Princess Dianna was considered to be the People’s ‘Princess’ 
connecting with people from all walks of life and appeared equally 
at ease with royalty and those who were marginalised by society.

She mixed with people suffering from HIV and other con-
tagious diseases. She visited countries in which the people 
lived alongside unexploded ordinance. Wherever she went 
she was followed by the press and so her actions, though 
criticised by some, shone a spotlight on problems people 
faced all over the world, spurring action to remedy these 
situations.

Jesus also attracted attention wherever he went as he 
preached the Gospel and healed the physically and men-
tally sick. Matthew 15 v. 29-32 Perhaps he could be called 
the ‘Prince of the People’. He also had those who criticised 
his work. Those who were horrified to see him with ‘sinners’, 
mainly the Pharisees who thought salvation would come 
when all the Jews keep God’s Laws. 

People who were shunned by society were perceived to have 
broken God’s Law. When Jesus entered Jericho he saw Zac-
chaeus, a tax collector, and told him,

‘Come down immediately. I must stay at your house today’. 
All the people began to mutter that Jesus was going to be 
a guest of a sinner. When Jesus ate dinner at Matthew’s 
house, another tax collector, the Pharisees asked, ‘Why does 
your teacher eat with tax collectors?’ Jesus’ reply was, ‘It is 
not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick…….. I have not 
come to call the righteous but sinners’. Matthew 19 v 10-13. 

We are asked to love our neighbour and this means those 
who are marginalised in our society as well as those people 
we consider worthy of being loved. There is rejoicing in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents. 
Every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blas-
phemy against the Holy Spirit.

“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves…… if we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our 
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness”. 1 John 1 v 8

 

Tailem Bend Historians Are 
 Interested In Your Memoirs! 

Interesting stories are emerging as we catalogue old 
Coomandook and Peake District Historical Society 
photos and records, giving insight into past lives. 

Life was hard, but social activities brought joy. We’d 
love to hear your story—a short paragraph about your 
childhood: school days, washing, cooking, or work as 
a railway employee, farmhand, or shop assistant. Even 
ordinary memories matter—explaining a Walkman, 
shopping before supermarkets, phone costs, your first 
car, radios, or peeling bread from a high-top loaf. Your 
stories could help the TB Historians create a book and 
keep the past alive.  

Email: stbhistorians@outlook.com - Post: Tailem 
Bend Historians, c/- Tailem Bend Post Office 5260

TAILEM BEND CATHOLIC PARISH
1st and 3rd Sunday: Mass at 9am

2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday (LWHC) 10am 
13 Station Drive, Tailem Bend

Priest Administrator: Fr. George Oluoch 0472 623 421
PPC Chairperson: Peter Nearmy 0407 710 907

Murray Bridge Office: ph. 08 8531 1669 
Tuesday & Friday 9am to 3pm

REVIVAL CITY CHURCH

6 Jacob St, Tailem Bend
Every Sunday 10am.

Pastor Garry and Jane Leech.
Email: garry@revivalcity.church  

Mobile: 0437 905 269

TRINITY LUTHERAN
10 Seymour Street, Tailem Bend

Service times as per the Notice Board
by the front fence.

Contact Tony Traeger 0421 421 102

PEAKE BAPTIST CHURCH
1st and 3rd Sunday at Peake : 10am

2nd and 4th Sunday at Sherlock : 10am
5th Sunday TBA

Pastor Geoff Lohmeyer
Mobile: 0429 811 515

MURRAY BRIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST

32 Seventh Street, Murray Bridge, 5253
Sunday Service Time : 10am
Church Pastor Tom Bosman
Church Office: 8532 2883

Mobile: 0491 076 888

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA
47-49 Station Drive, Tailem Bend
Service: Every Sunday at 11.30am

Enquiries: Church Warden 
Viktor Sonenko: 0417 812 170

MURRAY BRIDGE UNITING CHURCH
Narooma Boulevard, Murray Bridge

Sunday’s: 9.30 am
Rev Darren Lovell: 0466 411 784

Church Office: 8532  5150
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Community Notice Board 
LOVE LOOKS LIKE… 
Submitted by Tracey Woidt on behalf  
of the Mallee Lutheran Parish. 
 
We live in a world where love has taken on many mean-

ings—love for a partner, a child, or family. Yet love always costs some-
thing: our time, our pride, or the willingness to put others first. Raising 
children, being present with those around us, or building relationships 
all require sacrifice. 
 
The Bible gives us a clear picture of love: “Love is patient, love 
is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It 
does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in 
evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres.” (1 Corinthians 13:4–7) 
 
This kind of love is tested when dealing with strangers. Can we show 
love when we don’t know someone? It looks like listening instead of 
speaking over them, showing respect despite differences, and offer-
ing patience and compassion. Love is not weakness—it carries strength, 
valuing people above words. At its simplest, love requires patience and 
kindness. 
 
Some are called to love at deeper levels—entering hurting places and 
demonstrating hope through words and actions. Others show love 
through service, protecting our nation and communities in the armed 
forces, police, ambulance, or politics. Such protection and sacrifice flow 
from love. 
 
The greatest act of love is Jesus’ death on the cross. He bore the pun-
ishment we deserved and then defeated death by rising to life. His sac-
rifice offers eternal life, not because of anything we have done, but as a 
gift of grace. 
 
A greater love we will never know. That is what love truly looks like.

TAILEM BEND BLUE LIGHT  
CALENDAR FOR 2025
Term 4 - 3rd of December  

Christmas Disco, 5pm to 7pm. Town Hall. 

TAILEM BEND BOWLING CLUB REPORT 
Submitted by Chris & Kylie Slattery.

A new season is about to begin for the Lower Murray Bowls 
Association. Tailem Bend will be fielding teams in Mid-Week 
(TB Eagles), Ladies’ Thursday Pennants, as well as Division 1 
and Division 2 Pennants. 

Ladies’ Pennants start on 9th October, Saturday Pennants 
on 11th October, and Mid-Week on 15th October. Here’s to a 
great season ahead! The club is also proud to have achieved 
Gold Accreditation with Good Sports.

Find out more at: goodsports.com.au

________________________________________
Are You Interested in Playing Bowls?

The Tailem Bend Bowling Club is looking for new players! 
Come and try out the new synthetic bowling greens. Club 

facilities are open Thursday afternoons from 3:00 pm.

Starting Sunday 14th September 2025, the greens will also 
be open for practice from 1:00 pm, ahead of the new sea-

son. Club bowls are available for use.

For further information, please contact: Club President 
Stuart – 0428 242 905 - Secretary Steven – 0419 900 379

Everyone is welcome—come along, have a go, and be part 
of our friendly club.

DEAR COORONG DISTRICT COUNCIL... 
Submitted by:  Leigh McGregor resident of Tailem Bend.

My name is Leigh McGregor, and I’m a resident of Tailem 
Bend, living on Railway Terrace. Each day, I pass by the play-
ground and tennis courts located at the corner of Railway 
Terrace and Tenth Street.

I’ve noticed that the area has become quite dilapidated 
and appears to have been left without maintenance for 
an extended period. As a resident who values community 
spaces—particularly those available to children and fami-
lies—I find this disappointing.

Given the limited number of recreational spaces in our 
small town, I believe this area has the potential to be a 
valuable asset for the local community if it were properly 
maintained and revitalised. In particular, the tennis courts 
could offer a great recreational outlet for both children and 
adults.

I would like to formally request that the council consider 
undertaking maintenance of the area and explore possi-
ble improvements to restore it as a functional and inviting 
community space.

Thank you for your time, and I look forward to your response.

NEW EVENT FOR COORONG 
Submitted by: Marianne Cunneen.

A new event is coming to the Coorong District, expected to grow 
into a major annual attraction for locals and visitors alike. The 
Meningie Museum has been hosting its annual swap meet on the 
shores of Lake Albert for five years, with around fifteen sites at 
each event. The swap meet is held alongside the Classic and Vin-
tage Caravan weekend at the nearby Lake Albert Caravan Park. 
 
Museum committee member Syd Greig proposed adding a farm 
expo to the event. The museum recently gained ownership of the 
land and buildings, including large blocks at the front and rear. 
While the swap meet will continue on the northern, lakeside side, 
the farm expo will take place on the southern side. 
 
Mr Greig has already confirmed more than twenty agricultural 
businesses from as far as Murray Bridge for the farm expo, with 
around twenty more sites planned for the swap meet. Farmers 
and businesses are encouraged to attend and explore the dis-
plays. The event aims not only to showcase the museum, high-
lighting traditional agricultural methods, but also to support the 
future of farming in the region. With the drought nearly over, it 
offers a welcome boost for local families and businesses. 
 
The event will be held on Sunday, 2 November, from 8 am to 2 pm. 
Breakfast will be available from 7.30 am for traders, and a sau-
sage sizzle will be served for lunch. Visitors are also welcome to 
explore the caravan park and view the vintage and classic cara-
vans for the weekend.
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TAILEM TOPICS SUBMISSION INFORMATION : 2025

Send your submissions, articles or photographs, including your name or business and a contact 
number to the Editor using one of the following options.  

Email: tailemtopics@gmail.com or drop a copy into the RED BOX at the Post Office.

When emailing tailemtopics@gmail.com, please submit the final advertising artwork in PDF or high resolution JPEG. 
PLEASE: Include your images separate to your word documents.

ALL submissions MUST be accompanied with a name and phone number. Failure to do so will result in no publication. 

:: Advertising Rates ::
	 Full Page 							       Black and white $125 // Colour $245 
	 Three Quarters 						      Black and white $100 // Colour $195
	 Half Page Horizontal						      Black and white $75   // Colour $145
	 Half Page Vertical 						      Black and white $75   // Colour $145
	 Quarter Page Horizontal 					     Black and white $40   // Colour $75
	 Quarter Page Vertical						      Black and white $40   // Colour $75 
	 Eighth Page 							       Black and white $25   // Colour $45

PLEASE NOTE: the Deadline is the 20th of each month!  

::Tailem Topics Subscriptions ::
Do you live outside of the distribution area of Tailem Topics? If so, you can have a copy posted to you, monthly. An annual 
subscription fee of $35, will include all 11 issues and cover the cost of postage and handling. OR a digital copy can be 
sent to your email, just contact the Editor at tailemtopics@gmail.com.

Disclosure Statement: Tailem Topics is a project of the Tailem Bend Progress Association. The contents of Tailem Topics may not 

necessarily reflect the opinions of the committee. Tailem Topics is compiled monthly from contributed articles and is funded by 

donations from said contributions and advertising. All work associated with the production of Tailem Topics is done on a voluntary 

basis. This issue was edited by the Tailem Topics team of volunteers. Please note: the Editor and Tailem Topics team reserve the right 

to amend, alter and/or omit details submitted for publication, either in editorial or advertising content. Any questions regarding the 

disclosure statement need to be addressed in writing, to: PO Box 278, Tailem Bend, SA 5260.

Quotes of the Month Jokes of the Month

Community Notice Board 

To my children:  
Never make fun of helping 

me with computer stuff.  
I taught you how to use a 

spoon. 

“Giving is an investment.” – submitted by Lyn Gooddard. 

“Small steps every day lead to big changes tomorrow.”

Just had my yearly health check, and according to my height-to-
weight ratio, I should be 8 feet 7 inches tall. So clearly, my weight 

is fine - it's my height that's the real issue!

“Not every storm comes to disrupt your life;  
some come to clear your path”

“Dream big. Start small. Act now!”

Expectation: I'll fold 
laundry, immediately.  

 
Reality: It's now a chair  

decoration. 

Just got my electric bill today. I think they charged me for the 
sunlight, moon light, street light, the light of the Holy Spirit, 

and the light at the end of the tunnel!!!

“Change is uncomfortable, but so is staying the same.”

“Your mind is a garden. Your thoughts are seeds. You can 
grow flowers, or you can grow weeds. ”



28

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

LOCAL JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

Garry Hansen- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                0427 390 626 
Leonie Hutson- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                0419 823 457
Neville Jaensch- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -               0477 233 906
Marc Maddaford - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                8572 4169
Debbie McPherson - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -               8572 4205
Teresa Pickering - - - - - - - - - - - - - -             0409 284 073
Robert Trezise - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                  8572 3050
Helen Bowering - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                  8572 4530
Barb Williams- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                  0403 535 718 

Police: Tailem Bend - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -              8572 4210
Ambulance - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                       000
Fire & Rescue - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                     000
CFS: Tailem Bend - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                    000
CFS: Jervois - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                       000
Tailem Bend Medical Centre - - - - - - -      8572 5897
Poison Information - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -               13 11 26
Parent Helpline - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -              300 364 100
RAA - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                        0429 029 021
Hospital- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                      8572 5800

  Community Services
COORONG CIVIC CENTRE & ART GALLERY 

(Coorong District Council) Open 9am - 4:30pm Mon to Friday
95 - 101 Railway Terrace, Tailem Bend. 

PO Box 399 Tailem Bend, SA, 5260. 
Phone: 1300 785 277 | Fax: 8572 3822  

Email: council@coorong.sa.gov.au

POST OFFICE

109 Railway Terrace, Tailem Bend, 
Phone: 8572 3420

Agents for Commonwealth Bank, 
Central Credit Union and One Spot Bill Pay. 

Mail closes at 5:00pm, Monday to Friday.

COMMUNITY LIBRARY : (ON PRIMARY SCHOOL GROUNDS)

1 Murray Street, Tailem Bend, Phone: 8572 3275
Monday to Friday 8:30am - 4:30pm (Closed from 1pm - 1:30pm)

TAILEM BEND COMMUNITY CENTRE

141 Railway Terrace, Tailem Bend, or 
PO Box 203, Tailem Bend, SA, 5260, Phone/Fax: 8572 3513

MURRAY MALLEE COMMUNITY PASSENGER NETWORK

141 Railway Terrace, Tailem Bend
PO Box 203, Tailem Bend SA 5260

Phone: 8572 3513

TAILEM BEND KINDERGARTEN

49 Trevena Road, Tailem Bend
Phone: 8572 3348

TAILEM INFO STATION

Railway Station, Tailem Bend
Phone: 8572 4277 | Mon – Fri, 10am – 3pm

TAILEM BEND DISTRICT HOSPITAL

Princes Highway, Tailem Bend
Phone: 8572 5800

Fax: 8572 5801

MEDICAL CENTRE & IMMUNISATIONS

70 Princes Highway, Tailem Bend
Phone: 8572 5897 or A/H: 8572 5800

TAILEM BEND RSL SUB:BRANCH

57 Trevena Rd, Tailem Bend (corner of Seymour St & Trevena Rd) 
Phone:  0466 313 315

Secretary: 0419 856 744 tailembend@rslsa.org.au

ST VINCENT DE PAUL

Open: Mon, Wed, Friday: 9:30am - 5:00pm
Saturday: 10:00am - 2:00pm |  Closed Sunday & Public Holidays

Phone: 8572 3544

TAILEM BEND PRIMARY SCHOOL

1 Murray Street, Tailem Bend
Phone: 8572 3266  |  Fax: 8572 3026

Email: DL.0424.info@schools.sa.edu.au

TAILEM BEND PHARMACY

75 Railway Terrace, Tailem Bend
Phone: 8572 3435 

9am - 5pm weekdays  | 9am - 12pm Saturday

LIFELINE TAILEM BEND OP SHOP

20 Princes Highway, Tailem Bend
Phone: 8572 4942

Open: Mon to Friday 10:00am to 4pm
Proceeds aid LIFELINE Crisis Support Line 13 11 14

LOCAL BUSINESSES

Coorong Realty – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – 8572 4555
Efficient Electrical & Air Conditioning – – – 0426 243 414
Elders Real Estate –  – – – – – – – – – – – – – 8572 8000
Foodland Supermarket – – – – – – – – – – –  8572 3866
Jam Motorsport Shop – – – – – – – – – – – 0414 281 846
Krispy Kreme – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –  8200 5764
Old Tailem Town Pioneer Village – – – –  0419 359 532
OTR Motorsport Park – – – – – – – – – – – –  8200 5847
OTR Murrayview – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –  8200 5764
Railway Café – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –   0448 274 317
Riverbend Motel – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –   8572 3633
Rivercity Mechanical – – – – – – – – – – – – – 8120 1899
Riverside Hotel – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –  8572 3655
SA Motorcycles – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –  8572 3672
Shell Coles Express Tailem Bend – – – – –   8286 2308
Smedley Tyre Service – – – – – – – – – – – –  8572 4037
Subway – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – 8572 3884
Tailem Bend Automotive – – – – – – – – – –  8572 4044
Tailem Bend Bakery – – – – – –  8572 3603 / 8572 3604
Tailem Bend Hardware – – – – – – – – – – – – 8572 3284
Tailem Bend Hotel : Liquor Legends – – – –  8572 3515
Tailem Bend Newsagency – – – – – – – – – – 8572 3523
Tailem Tandoor – – – – – – – – – – – – – –  0434 455 535

To be included above please send your business name 
 and number to Tailemtopics@gmail.com
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4 Rayson Street, Murray Bridge SA 5253  
(08) 8531 1035   |   hello@printcity.net.au

Your One-Stop Print & Signage Hub

www.printcity.net.au

Select Partner

• Digital & Offset Print 
• Signs & Displays 

• Vehicle Wraps
• Uniforms & Workwear 

• Labels & Packaging 
• Graphic Design

100% In-House Production



30

Our expertise includes:
· Conveyancing
· Criminal Law
· Employment Law
· Family Law

· Personal Injury Claims
· Succession Planning
· Wills & Estates

(08) 8532 5800  
25 Seventh Street Murray Bridge SA 5253 
murraybridge@johnstonwithers.com.au

Contact our Murray Bridge 
office to make an appointment 
with one of our specialists
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Toyota Rav 4 2018 $16980 Subaru XV 2012 $13888

Hyundai Tuscon 2023 $31770

Isuzu MU-X 2016 $26990Subaru Forseter 2017 $16880 

Same Day Finance 
Available at competitive 

rates.

www.fischermotors.com.au 0447 024 450 - 39 Adelaide Rd Murray Bridge

Mitsubishi Outlander 2023 $33980


